NOTES ON EARLY HISTORY OF OLD HADLEY CEMETERY GRAVESTONES

(sources of information include History of Hadley by Sylvester Judd; Hadley Cemetery Committee files; The Town Cemeteries and Gravestones of Hadley, Massachusetts by Hadley Historical Commission;  Find-A-Grave website)

Hadley's original “burying yard” was established in 1660, one year after founding of the town in 1659, in what is the western section of the present Old Hadley Cemetery on Cemetery Road.   The burial ground was established on the meadow plain west of the common.  It originally consisted of two ridges and a valley between (which are still visible).  Additional land to the east was added in the 18th and 19th centuries and the cemetery now contains about 5 acres.  

First known as the burying yard, later as Center Cemetery until early 19th century when designated as Old Hadley Cemetery.   

Many of the early settlers and founders of  the town are believed to be buried in the cemetery, however most of the early grave markers have not survived.  Grave markers in the first part of the 18th century were usually made of sandstone.   The earliest grave markers are for Reverend John Russell (died 1692) and his wife Rebekah (died 1688).  Their monuments are in the form of sandstone tables. 

There are monuments to several early settlers and founders, including John Webster, Nathaniel Dickinson, Richard Montague, John Taylor, Timoth Nash, Peter Tilton, and Joseph Eastman, which were erected in the 19th  and 20th century in the oldest part of the cemetery by their descendants

Some of the earliest deaths (late 17th century) and burials in Old Hadley include:

John Webster  (1661)   monument erected by descendant Noah Webster

John Hawks (1662)     monument erected by descendants 

Thomas Stanley (1663) grave marker appears to be a later stone

John Westcarr (1675)   current stone probably erected years after death according to Judd

Nathaniel Dickinson (1676) monument erected by descendants

Richard Montague (1681)  monument erected by descendants

Rebekah Russell (1688)  this is earliest stone (sandstone table) in cemetery.     

John Russell (1692)  early sandstone table – Reverend John Russell was first minister in Hadley and 
protector of regicides Goffe and Whalley

Joseph Eastman (1692) included on Tilton monument erected by descendants 

Peter Tilton (1698)  monument erected by descendants

Timothy Nash (1699)  monument erected by descendants

Other early settlers likely buried in Old Hadley, but no stone extant (except for Lt. Nehemiah Dickinson):

John Barnard (1664)

Richard Church (1667)

William Partridge (or Partrigg)  (1668)

William Westwood (1669)

Andrew Bacon (1669)

Thomas Coleman (1674)

Thomas Wells (1676)

Richard Goodman (1676)

Lt. Samuel Smith (1680)

John Russell, Sr. (1680)

Robert Boltwood (1684)

Samuel Church (1684)

Samuel Moody (1689)

Samuel Porter (1689)

Francis Barnard (1698)

John Hubbard (1705)

Lt. Joseph Kellogg (1708)  

Lt. Nehemiah Dickinson (1723) 

According to Judd (pages 241-22)  “Almost all the gravestones erected previous to 1800 are of sand stone... There is a stone at the grave of Doct. John Westcarr, who died in 1675, but it seems to have been erected many years after his death.  The oldest monuments in the yard are the tables over the graves of Rev. John Russell and his wife Rebekah, erected in 1693.  There are only ten stones in the yard with dates earlier than 1720.   Of the fathers of Hadley previous to 1663, five have gravestones in Hadley graveyard: Rev. John Russell, Capt. Aaron Cooke, Chileab Smith, John Ingram, and the late Noah Webster set up a stone to the memory of his ancestor, John Webster, who died in April 5,1661.  He was the first person buried in the yard, except perhaps an unnamed infant of Philip Smith that was buried January 22, 1661.”      

Aaron Cooke (or most likely Aaron Cook, III) 1641-1716 has an early sandstone marker not too far from the Russell table stones.  Chileab Smith, 1636-1731 has an early sandstone marker.  John Ingram, 1642-1722 has an early sandstone marker.  

It is not clear if the ten stones with dates earlier than 1720 mentioned by Judd are all still present (other than the Russells, Aaron Cooke, possibly Dr. Westcarr).  
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